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Characteristics of Education for United Graduate School of Agricultural Science
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Characteristics of Education

The educational purpose of the three year Doctoral Course following Master's Course is to
train students to acquire thorough knowledge in their field of study. The course also aims at
helping them to gain a deeper and broader knowledge of “agricultural science”, which is a
practical branch of learning and plays a crucial role in bioscience. It is crucial for the
researchers in applied science to broaden their point of view. The goal is to train the
students not only to be successors for university academic staff, but also to nurture
creative and pragmatic researchers at institutes and private enterprises as well as
contribute to the development of biotechnology and environmental science.
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Academic Requirments for Completing the Courses
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I Academic Requirements for Completing the Courses

Students are required to acquire at least 12 credits in total (Required subjects 9.5 credits
or more and elective subjects 2.5 credits or more) before applying for thesis evaluation.

1. Required subjects

To satisfy required number of credits (9.5) for Required subjects, take (1) and (2) below.
(1) Required subjects of your Major Chair : 8.5 credits

@ Joint Seminar : 0.5 credits

This seminar will be held in the second grade for students admitted in April, and in the first
grade for students admitted in October. It will be held around July — September. Details will
be informed from your supervisor.

® Advanced Seminar (2 credits) and Advanced Research (6 credits) : 8 credits

These subjects will be held on the first grade under the supervisor's instruction. They
comprise your research, seminar attendance and presentations in your laboratory. There is
no actual lecture.

(2) Common Subject - Comprehensive Agriculture Science: 1 credit
(Comprehensive Agricultural Science I or II is required)

Comprehensive Agricultural Science is a 3 consecutive-day lecture held in June and
November. It is evaluated by attending lectures and submitting reports.

(2020 Schedule) Comprehensive [ (Japanese) : Spring semester (June 17—19)
Comprehensive I (English) : Fall semester (November 18—20)

2. Elective subjects

- 2.5 or more credits must be earned from elective subjects in any combination of (1) to (7)
below.

- Students on the International Special Program have to earn 2.5 credits or more including 2
credits from Required (Elective) Subjects.




(1) English Seminar on Academic Communications (in English): 1 credit
This course aims at improving the communication skills in English. It will be held in fall
semester at each university.

(2) Field Research Abroad: 1 credit

This course is open for all students. Participants are sent to sister universities in Asia and
experience field survey for two weeks. The application for this course will be in April and
participants will be selected by screening. In case the number of applicants exceeds the
guota, second grade students will be given the priority.

Period : 2 weeks in between July and February following year

(3) Overseas Intensive Short-term Course: 1 credit
This course is open for all students. Participants will attend the cooperative program with
other universities such as University of California, Davis. The aim of this course is to
acquire argumentative skills in the international field.
Period : 3 months starting between July and December

(4) Major Field Subject : 0.5 credits per subject
This lecture is a one-day intensive course. Students can take subjects regardless of your
belonging Major Chair.

(5) Special Lecture for Innovation Advancement I, II, I, IV and V: 1 credit per subject
This is a practical class to develop a planning ability, problem solving skills, passion for
research, and social skills. It is held aiming at the development of advanced personnel that
can lead innovative achievements. Doctoral students will practice regarding the
importance of task exploration capability, research management ability, communication
skill, expressiveness, and other points required for the process leading to the publication
of the students’ research results in academic papers. In addition, they will also have a
deeper understanding of/and the power needed for achieving their goals such as insight,
negotiation skills, social skills and enthusiasm. Through the lecture and the workshop on
necessary elements in real society, such as self-branding, presentation power and
customer orientation, management awareness and various other values for the current

world.
* I[nternational students on the special program should take IV and/or V.

(B) Global Special Seminar I, I, I, IV and V: 0.5 credit per subject
Required subjects for international students on the special program.
Students must take one lecture from their supervisaor.

These subjects are open for all students.

(7) Internship: 1 credit
This is a reguired subject for international students on the special program.




3. Required credits for completing Ph.D. course

* Students other than International students on the special program

Subject | Credit Required credit| Total

@®Required

Joint Seminar 05

Advanced Seminar 2 95

Advanced Research 6

Comprehensive Agricultural Science I or II 1
@®Clective

English Seminar on Academic Communications (in English) 1 12

Field Research Abroad 1 .

Overseas Intensive Short-term Course 1 g'g)r %iggs

Special Lecture for Innovation Advancement 1, I, I, V and V | 1 per subject in total

Major Field Subject 0.5 per subject

Glogal Special Seminar I, I, I,V and V 0.5 per subject

Internship 1
* International students on the special program *

Subject | Credit Required credit| Total

@®Required

Joint Seminar 05

Advanced Seminar 2 95

Advanced Research 6

Comprehensive Agricultural Science 1 or II 1
@®Required (Elective) 2 credits or more

Internship 1 in total including

Glogal Special Seminar I, I, I, V and V 0.5 per subject Intermnship, ]-Of 12

Pt : Global Special

Special Lecture for Innovation Advancement IV andV | 1 per subject | Seminar subjects
@®Clective

English Seminar on Academic Communications (in English) 1

Field Research Abroad 1 05 credit
Overseas Intensive Short-term Course 1 '
Special Lecture for Innovation Advancement I, I, I | 1 per subject

Major field subject 0.5 per subject

4. Duplicate credit

Once earned the credit, it is not allowed to receive another credit on the same subject

(Duplicate Credit is not permitted). Although the credit would not be received, students can
audit the lecture.

5. Course Registration

Course registration procedures can be completed by online registration through SPICA
(Academic Affairs System, the network system operated in TUAT), and by submitting
registration forms. Please see the latter pages on this booklet for the instruction of SPICA.

* Students need to register courses within a designated course registration period for each
semester. SPICA can be accessed from outside of universities during the course




registration period.
*Information regarding the course registration, course detail, course syllabus will be
announced on United Graduate School web site. If there are any changes such as time,
date or place of the courses, we will inform you by email. Therefore, please make sure to
check your E-Mail (TUAD-ID@st.go.tuat.ac.jp) frequently.
{United Graduate School web site (Course)y
http://www.tuat.ac.jp/uni-grad/en/rishu/index.html

United Graduate
School Courses

6. Grading

Grades will be announced through SPICA in mid-September for Spring semester and mid-
March for Fall semester under the campus network at TUAT, Ibaraki university, Utsunomiya
university

The evaluation will be on five-grades; “S” (90 to 100 points), "A” (80 to 89 points), ‘B (70
to 79 points), "'C” (B0 to 69 points), and ‘D" (59 or lower). 'S", "A”, "B", or "C” is a pass and
credit is given. ‘D" is a failure (including abandon) and no credit is given. "D” appears on
SPICA, however, it does not appear on the academic transcript.

Students who have guestions about grading. there is a confirmation period regarding
grades.

Grading Scale

Evaluation Point Accomplishment Display on SPICA | Display on Transcript
S 100~90 Outstanding O O
A 89~80 Excellent O O
PASS
B 79~70 Good O O
C 69~60 Satisfactory O @)
Failure D 59~0 Fail O X
recognition of credit
Completed | Completed (Credit transferred without grading) O O

7. Degree Conferral

(1) Students must fulfill the following requirements before submitting application of
dissertation review:
a: Acauired at least total of 12 credits including 9.5 or more from Required subjects and
2.5 or more from Elective subjects.
b: At least one paper published or accepted to be published in a peer-reviewed or
refereed academic journal or similar.
Please ask your supervisor for more information.
(2) Final Examination
There will be a final examination after evaluation of the dissertation.




8. Shortening the duration of study (Early Graduation)

Students who achieved outstanding performance and also have enrolled for more than 3
years including the period in Master's Program (maximum 2 years), is eligible to apply for the
Early Garduation.

"Outstanding Performance” means at least 3 papers (the first author) which form the
base of the doctoral thesis were published or accepted to be published in a in peer-reviewed
or refereed academic journal or similar.

The application deadline is the last weekday of September in the previous year for
students who wish to complete in March, and the last weekday of March for students who
wish to complete in September.
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